In November 2008, the Editor of this Journal, Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, was notified of a serious case of extensive plagiarism in the July 2008 Symposium on Anaesthesia History 1 . The author of this manuscript was contacted but has so far failed to respond or offer an explanation for this breach.
Regrettably, this unfortunate event followed the publication of an editorial on the total unacceptability of plagiarism and the emerging availability of software to uncover such cases before publication 2 . Some few instances of double publication in past issues of this journal have already been exposed 3 
